
Jesus gives the disciples a panoramic view of what is going to happen in the beginning of 

sorrows.

“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by 

all nations for my name’s sake. And then many will fall away and betray one another and 

hate one another. And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because 

lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the 

end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole 

world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.”

MATTHEW 24:9–14 ESV

A. Historically, the Great Tribulation is referred to as Daniel’s Seventieth Week, the Day of the  

 Lord, or Jacob’s Trouble.

B. The last “week” of the heptad of sevens is the one seven-year period of time that is waiting  

 for the “pause” button to come off after which God will bring to a close all of His redemptive  

 purposes and will establish His Kingdom on the earth.

C. Jesus told His disciples that, when all of these things start to happen, they need to recognize  

 they’re moving toward a time in history (the last three and a half years of Daniel’s Seventieth  

 Week) which will be a time of intense tribulation.

During this time of great intensity, God will pour out judgments on the face of the earth.

A. God is longsuffering and patient, and He’s working within the parameters of human history to
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 bring about His purposes.

B. Near the end, that’s when we begin to see God shift gears and actually begin to respond in  

 judgment.

Two extremes take place during the tribulation.

For the day of the Lord is great and very terrible; who can endure it? 

JOEL 2:11 NKJV

The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and terrible 

day of the Lord come. 

JOEL 2:31 KJV

A. The Day of the Lord is referred to by the prophet Joel as the “great and terrible day.”

B. There will be a harvest of people in the middle of this most difficult time, and there will be an  

 outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Church with amazing signs and wonders.

C. There will also be an increase of the spirit of the age, manifesting itself in false signs and   

 wonders with the antichrist performing lying signs and wonders that actually deceive the elect.

The nations at the end of the age will shake their fists in the face of God, wanting to cast off the 

reins of His law and His rulership, but He has already established His King—Jesus.

Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth set themselves, 

and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, “Let us 

burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.” He who sits in the heavens laughs; 

the Lord holds them in derision. Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his 

fury, saying, “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 

PSALM 2:1-6 ESV
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The Great Tribulation will be set in motion by the antichrist, who will make a covenant with Israel 

and surrounding nations.

“And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and for half of the week he 

shall put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall come one 

who makes desolate, until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.”

DANIEL 9:27 ESV

A. The covenant will be for “one week” or for a seven-year period.

B. When the covenant is initiated, that is when this seven-year period of time is activated, leading  

 up to the return of Jesus Christ.

C. Israel will actually receive this antichrist as her messiah.

D. The antichrist will broker a seven-year peace treaty with Israel and surrounding nations that  

 has been impossible historically for any world leader to establish.

E. For three and a half years, there will be a time of incredible peace, and then the antichrist will  

 break the covenant, causing Israel’s sacrifices and worship to cease.

The antichrist will set himself up in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God.

“So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing 

in the holy place (let the reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the 

mountains.”

MATTHEW 24:15–16 ESV

A. Jesus referred to this as the “abomination of desolation.”

B. He told His disciples that, when they see the antichrist do this, get ready for the three-and-a- 

 half-year period of time of intense tribulation—the Great Tribulation.

C. The abomination of desolation triggers the Great Tribulation period.
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The Day of the Lord will not come until there is a falling away and the antichrist—the man of 

lawlessness—is revealed.

Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes 

first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts 

himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the 

temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.

2 THESSALONIANS 2:3–4 ESV

A. There has been a lot of speculation about who the antichrist is or will be.

B. We will know who he is when he signs that peace treaty and when he violates it, three and a  

 half years into it.

C. The antichrist will oppose everything that is referred to as holy or of God.

D. He will oppose the worship of God. 

The whole world will worship the antichrist.

And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they 

worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?” . . . And 

all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before the 

foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.

REVELATION 13:4, 8 ESV

A. The beast is the allegorical/metaphorical depiction of the antichrist that the apostle John used  

 in the book of Revelation.

B. The beast will be energized by the “dragon”—Satan.

C. The antichrist means “one who stands in the place of Christ.”
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There will be three and a half years when it looks like there is peace and safety on the earth, and 

then the Day of the Lord will suddenly come.

For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 

While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come 

upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.

1 THESSALONIANS 5:2–3 ESV

The whole world will be sent into a time of great trial and trouble.

“At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there 

shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at 

that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the 

book.” . . . And I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream; he 

raised his right hand and his left hand toward heaven and swore by him who lives forever that 

it would be for a time, times, and a half a time, and that when the shattering of the power of 

the holy people comes to an end all these things would be finished. 

DANIEL 12:1, 7 ESV

“Then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world 

until now, no, and never will be. And if those days had not been cut short, no human being 

would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.”

MATTHEW 24:21–22 ESV

“Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! For 

there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath against this people. They will fall by 

the edge of the sword and be led captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled 

underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. And there will be signs 

in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the 

roaring of the sea and the waves.”

LUKE 21:23–25 ESV
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A. When the Bible says, “a time, times, and half a time,” it’s referring to three and a half years.

B. The power of the nation of Israel will be shattered, and persecution will break out.

C. This will come to an end after three and a half years.

D. Jesus said this time of trouble will be the most intense period of time that the world has ever  

 seen—nothing will compare to it.

E. For the sake of the elect, this period of time will be cut short.

F. There will be anxiety and rage among the nations because they will be perplexed by the   

 outpouring of God’s wrath in the seals and the trumpets and the bowls.

During the Great Tribulation, there will be significant persecution against the saints of God 

because they stand alone as the only ones who refuse to worship the antichrist.

“Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, 

for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!”

REVELATION 12:12 ESV

And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they 

worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast and who can fight against it?” . . . And all 

who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before the 

foundation of the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.

REVELATION 13:4, 8 ESV

A. The saints become the beast’s archenemy because they won’t worship him.

B. The mark of the beast is associated with worship of an individual, and if someone receives it,  

 they will know full well that it’s an act of worship.

C. The mark may be technological, it may be physical, or it may even be spiritual.
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The antichrist will establish a worldwide empire that controls economics, religion, and national 

boundaries.

And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on 

its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; 

its feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And to it the dragon gave 

his power and his throne and great authority. One of its heads seemed to have a mortal 

wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth marveled as they followed 

the beast. And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and 

they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?” And 

the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed 

to exercise authority for forty-two months. It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against 

God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven. Also it was 

allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over every 

tribe and people and language and nation, and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone 

whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the 

Lamb who was slain. If anyone has an ear, let him hear: If anyone is to be taken captive, to 

captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the sword, with the sword must he be slain.

REVELATION 13:1–10 ESV

A. The book of Revelation says that the antichrist will head a multination confederacy with ten  

 nations, seven heads, and ten crowns.

B. The antichrist will be able to restrict economics and finances.

C. The worship, the economics, and the national identity will all be wrapped up in this one   

 individual with a blasphemous name—the antichrist.

D. There is a great polarization that takes place in the midst of this period.
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The seven seals on the scrolls, the seven trumpets, and the seven bowls will unleash God’s 

judgments in waves upon the earth with His desire to cause people to repent and turn toward 

Him.

He also will drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, 

and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the 

presence of the Lamb.

REVELATION 14:10 ESV

The pressure (contractions) during this seven-year period of time comes from four sources.

A. The pressure comes from God’s wrath.

 “And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls of the  

 wrath of God who lives forever and ever” (Revelation 15:7 ESV). 

B. The pressure comes from Satan’s rage.

 “Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and   

 sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is  

 short” (Revelation 12:12 ESV).

C. The pressure comes from the fullness of man’s sinfulness.

 “Nor did they repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their   

 thefts” (Revelation 9:21 ESV).

D. The pressure comes from the convulsions of nature.

 “That the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom  

 of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation has been groaning  

 together in the pains and childbirth until now” (Revelation 15:7). “For thus says the Lord of  

 hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and  

 the dry land. And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I  

 will fill this house with glory, says the Lord of hosts” (Haggai 2:6–7). 
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Why would God allow the earth and so many people to go through such a difficult time?

A. God allows this to purify His people—both the Church and Israel—to be prepared for His   

 return.

 “‘Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and  

 his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright  

 and pure’” (Revelation 19:7–8 ESV). “‘And some of the wise shall stumble, so that they may  

 be refined, purified, and made white, until the time of the end, for it still awaits the appointed  

 time’” (Daniel 11:35 ESV).

B. God allows this to ingather His harvest as He shakes the nations (see Revelation 7:7–14).   

 “‘And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a   

 testimony to all nations, and then the end will come’” (Matthew 24:14 ESV).

C. God allows this so that sin and Satan are fully manifested so that He can express justice and  

 punishment upon the rebellion.

 “Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes  

 first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts  

 himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the   

 temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. . . . God sends them a strong delusion, so that  

 they may believe what is false, in order that all may be condemned who did not believe the  

 truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness” (2 Thessalonians 2:3–4, 12 ESV).

D. God allows this so that He can reveal Himself to Israel as her deliverer and her Savior when  

 she cries out to Him.

 “‘On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the inhabitants of  

 Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness and on that day, declares the Lord of  

 hosts, I will cut off the names of the idols from the land, so that they shall be remembered no  

 more. And also I will remove from the land the prophets and the spirit of uncleanness’”   

 (Zechariah 13:1–2 ESV).
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E. God allows this to prepare for His earthly Kingdom, the Millennial reign of Christ on the earth— 

 the thousand-year reign of Christ.

 “But they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand   

 years” (Revelation 20:6 ESV).
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